
We are delighted to invite you to our Open Day. It is to be held on Sunday 
4th November from 9 am to 3pm.   
If you have ever wondered what goes on behind the scenes or want to know more about 
the services we can offer you and your pet, come on down. You will meet all our staff, 
plus lots of our friends from the veterinary industry who will be there to provide all the 
information on the latest services and products that allow  
us to provide a gold standard of care for you and your pet. 

There will be a free sausage sizzle, discounted micro 
chipping and clinic tours on the day. There will also be 
a raffle as well as lots of door prizes! Dr Angela See, our 
friend from Perth Veterinary Emergency, will be 
joining us at 11am to do a talk and demonstration 
on emergency procedures. 

Everyone is welcome, including our 
four legged friends, but as we are open 
for business as usual on the day we do 
ask that all dogs are on lead and cats 
in carriers for their own safety and the 
safety of our patients.
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OPEN DAY!

We love animals both feathered and 
furred and enjoy providing a range of 
services for our less common pet species 
including rabbits, guinea pigs, rats, birds, 
ferrets, reptiles and marsupials. If you 
have ever thought you could see yourself 

playing with a Python or cuddling a 
Corella then it is important to understand 
the special needs and laws associated 
with owning these pets. Call by to talk 
to our informative vet and nurses about 
caring for these exotic critters.
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•	 Dogs	and	cats	share	a	common	
flea and are the primary host.

•		 3	of	the	4	stages	of	the	flea	life	
cycle occur in the environment 
NOT on the animal.

•		 Female	fleas	can	lay	up	to	50	
eggs a day on the coat of an 
animal.

•		 Eggs	can	make	up	50%	of	an	
infestation in the environment.

•		 Flea	larvae	can	travel	as	far	as	6	
metres from where they hatch.

•	 Flea	pupae	are	protected	by	a	
cocoon which is very resilient and 
can survive in the environment for 
months or even longer.

•		 Adult	fleas	emerge	from	their	
cocoons in response to humidity, 
heat and vibration.

GOt AN itCh? DOG with AllERGiES

thE FACtS ABOut FlEAS!

In today’s society allergies are becoming 
more prevalent in both people and 
animals and just like in people allergies 
tend to be a life long problem. An 
allergy is the body’s immune system 
having an exaggerated response to a 
normally benign substance; we refer to 
this substance as an allergen.

Dogs and cats typically develop 
allergies. This means that the allergen 
is often something that they have 
previously been exposed to. We 
class allergies depending on the way 
in which an animal is exposed to the 
allergen, and in order to successfully 
manage allergies it is important to find 
out what the allergen is. Listed below 
are some of the most common types of 
allergies seen in dogs and cats:

 Insect Allergy: a reaction to either 
the presence of parasites like mites 
or a reaction to the substances the 
parasites secrete such as saliva 
from fleas.

	 Food	Allergy:	a	reaction	to	a	protein	
(such as chicken, red meat or fish) 
or carbohydrate (such as starch) 
within the diet.

 Atopy Allergy: a reaction to airborne/
environmental allergens such as 
pollens, dust mites, grasses

Dogs and cats may react to multiple 
allergens (for example have Atopy and 
food allergy) which contribute to their 
allergic skin condition. Itchiness is one 
of the most common signs of allergies 
in dogs, however ear infections, hot 
spots (skin infections), licking at paws 
and anal gland problems can also be 
related to underlying allergies. In cats 
itchiness is very common but can be 
harder to detect as cats will often lick 
themselves more when they are itchy 
and this may just be perceived as 
an increase in grooming. Be on the 
look out this Spring for any signs of 
itching or scratching in your pet 
and visit us early to help prevent 

the irritation from becoming severe. 
Allergies tend to be managed rather 
than cured. Treatment often includes a 
combination of antihistamines, topical 
creams and anti-inflammatory drugs, 
or even referral to a pet dermatologist.

a monthly top-spot product such as ‘revolution’ or ‘frontline’ or a monthly 
tablet called ‘Comfortis” is the most effective way to control fleas from infesting 
your pet. regularly cleaning bedding and vacuuming areas where your pet 
rests in the house is also recommended to reduce environmental burdens.



SNaKeS  (Dugites and Tiger snakes are most common)
Signs of a bite: Yelp or miaow when bitten, sudden collapse but can recover temporarily 
followed by hind limb weakness, rapid breathing, urination and sometimes red to brown 
urine discolouration, dilated pupils, unusual vocalisation in a cat, vomiting, paralysis. 

first aid: Get to a vet ASAP! These animals need immediate treatment with anti-venom. 

Note: Do not try and touch the snake, however a photo can be useful for identification. 

BlOWfISH
Signs of ingestion: Vomiting and diarrhoea, depression, in-coordination and weakness progressing to paralysis, 
breathing difficulty, dilated pupils. 

first aid: If weak or collapsed go to the vet ASAP for them to induce vomiting. 

Note: If you find the fish in the vomit or see part of the fish left on the beach bring it to the vet with you. 

Bee/INSect StING
Signs of sting: Sudden onset of pain, yelping, licking at area where sting has occurred, 
localised swelling, vomiting, hives, sudden collapse or compromise of breathing if sting 
has occurred around head, neck or mouth. 

first aid: Apply cold pack to area 

Note: Swellings may be self limiting, however any sting around the neck or face should 
be seen by a vet. 

SNaIl BaIt
Signs of ingestion: Panting, drooling, vomiting, diarrhoea, tremors progressing to 
seizures and collapse. 

first aid: If time of ingestion unknown or the pet is shaking or collapsed go to the vets ASAP. If you catch your dog in the 
act of eating the snail pellets go to the vet ASAP for them to induce vomiting. 

Note: Bring the snail bait packet you to the vet, as there are many different active ingredients which may have variable 
signs and even ’pet safe’ baits can be toxic.

Heat StrOKe
Signs of hyperthermia: Panting, bright red gums, lethargy, discoloured/
dark urine, in-coordination, collapse, seizures. 

first aid: Wet dog with cool water (never ice) and travel to vets ASAP 
making sure the air-conditioning is on or windows are down during 
transport. Always watch for signs of shivering and if this occurs stop 
attempts to actively cool your pet. 

Note: Dogs with short noses (bulldogs, pugs etc) are at a higher risk of 
developing heat stroke, as are entire male dogs and working dogs. Never 
leave a dog without access to fresh water and shade during our summer 
months.

hAzARDS OF thE wARmER wEAthER
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Fun Fact!
A group of owls

is called a
parliament!

Now that the warm weather is here it is time to get out in the fresh air with your 
furry friend! But before you head to the beach or the bush make sure you are aware 
of the risks you may encounter. In the spring and summer months, we see an 
increased number of illnesses and even fatalities as a result of poisonous critters 
including snakes, blowfish and bees. Here are some of the key facts and first aid 
to keep your pet safe!
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Walking your dog is a great way to enjoy better health for both you and 
your furry four-legged friend. Our clinic is working with The University 
of WA to explore the best and simplest ways of encouraging and 
supporting owners to walk with their dog. Whether you walk a lot or 
a little, we are looking for participants to take part in this important 
study.	To	be	 involved	 in	 the	 study	 is	 as	easy	as	 completing	 two	20	
minute surveys about a month apart and receiving one of four support 
packages to help you walk with your dog. The support includes 
(1)	 Vet	 advice	 to	 walk	 dog;	 (2)	 Doggie	 pedometer;	 (3)	 Physical	
activity	 information	 brochure;	 or	 (4)	 Encouragement	 via	 SMS	 text	
messages. All participants will have the chance to win a number of 
great prizes. If you or someone you know would like to be involved, 
please	 contact	 us	 or	 the	 research	 coordinator	 on	 6488	 7803	 or	 
claire.lauritsen@uwa.edu.au 

Would you and your dog like to be in a ground-breaking australian 
study?

There have been some recent changes to the ‘cat act’ and 
local government laws that mean it will be compulsory for 
cat owners to have their cats micro chipped and sterilised. 
These	 changes	will	 be	 introduced	 in	November	 2012	 and	
be	in	full	effect	by	November	2013.	We	highly	recommend	
both sterilisation and microchipping routinely as part of 
responsible pet ownership.

     The benefits of sterilisation include:

     preventing unwanted kittens.

     reducing roaming.

     Reducing fighting.

     prevent urine spraying and territory marking.

     reduce the spread of feline aids Virus

uwA ‘Pooches And walking Study’

NEw CAt lAwS

For	any	more	information	on	any	of	the	articles	seen	in	this	seasons’	issue	of	‘Paws	For	Thought’	contact	the	clinic	on	
9341	1200.

We are alSO ON tHe WeB
www.doubleviewvet.com.au
doubleviewvet@iinet.net.au

Let us know your email address so we can send reminders and newsletters direct to you via email in the future!

“Up to 60% of dog 
owners admit to not 

walking their
dogs regularly!”

Sterilisation	can	be	performed	on	both	male	and	female	cats	from	6	months	of	age.	It	is	a	day	procedure	in	our	hospital.	
Micro	chipping	is	a	permanent	form	of	identification	and	allows	vets,	rangers	and	shelters	reunite	lost	pets	with	owners.	
Micro	chipping	can	be	performed	at	the	same	time	as	sterilisation	or	during	a	general	health	consultation.	Please	contact	
the clinic for further information associated with these procedures.


